THE STORY OF THOMAS & ANN STONE
The King's Orphan School for Boys: 1831-1836

Alexander E. H. Stone

Introduction

In 1969 the descendants of Thomas and Ann Stone celebrated the one hundfadtarahhiversary of
their arrival in Hobart Town, Van Diemen’s Land on the 11th Oct&B&®. To mark the occasion a plaque
was unveiled in St John’s Church, New Town which alluded to theiribatitm to the education of children
in the early colony and in particular their service as MasigMistress of the Male Orphan School in New
Town from 1831 to 1836.

As one of those descendants, who has also been involved in s¢h@ole,been interested in seeking to
fill out the details of Thomas and Ann’s time as teachers, edlyetheir six years in New Town. | have
been disappointed to find how little this contribution is regarded byhtreweters and at the same time
concerned that some descriptions of the history of the Orphan Schibats ddferentiate between the
various periods in the life of the schools.

Of particular concern is the way the problems described by Dr Hd3warbeck Hall in the 1850s are by
implication ascribed to the period before the schools were taken ovee Ionvict Department in 1845

as a government cost-saving measure.
The Education of Orphans

The question of making provision for the education of orphans as whk asitdren of poor families and

of those who lived in remote areas had been considered by Lieutenam@@@rel but it was not until
the arrival of Lieutenant Governor George Arthur and Archdeacon $cétt’s inquiry into the state of

schools in V.D.L. that some definite action was taken, supported lhyoifne Governmerit.

In 1826 the Lieutenant Governor received information from chaplains andoffibels around the colony
about the number of children who might be admitted to an orphan school. Ttedyok®r 120 children,
often including quite specific details. “The children were at®aied throughout the Colony, not just in the
major population centres. The youngest child listed was only seven wdekhdtiren over 12 years were
listed, particularly in Hobart, and many were girls thought in dangémras of them are noted as living in

brothels.*

When Archdeacon Scott provided figures for the Lieutenant Governor in 1823dréed that there were

235 children, including orphans, who were in distress or living with badatkesaEarly in 1828 sites had
been found for the schools. The Boys’ School was to be accommodatedusedddistillery on the edge
of the New Town Rivulet in New Town and the Girls’ School in the prtyknown as “Bellevue” in Davey
Street, Hobart Town. As a result the following notice appeardeiiriobart Town Courier on Saturday 29
March 1828, (page 3):

1 For example: Rebecca Kippen, ‘A most shocking tissue of barbarolty’ca@andal and death in the Queen’s Orphan
Schools, “Chainletter”, Newsletter of the “Founders and Surviyogect, No 5, pp5f; and Joyce Purtcher, Suffer Little
Children,http://www.orphanschool.org.au/suffer.php

2 McKinlay, chapter 6
3 McKinlay, pp60-65
4 McKinlay, p7

5 McKinlay, p74
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“GOVERNMENT NOTICE. No. 69. Colonial Secretary's Office; March 27, 1828.

“THE ESTABLISHMENTS for the KING'S SCHOOLS at Hobart-towmaving been
reported to The Lieutenant Governor, to be ready for the receptiomalefaid Female
Children, applications for admission will now be received.

“Children will be admitted into the King’'s Schools, acdogl to the following
classification:

1. Those who are entirely destitute.
2. Those who have one Parent living.

3. Those who have both Parents living, but whose Parents are totalippetent to
afford them means of Education.

4. Children whose Parents may be enabled to contribute the masieravehich will be
required for the care, maintenance, clothing and education of childrdre King's
Schools, viz; £12 per annum.

“Application for the admission of the first three classes, rhashade after the annexed
form; and for the admission of the 4th class, by letter addrés$lee Colonial Secretary,
as the future disposal of such children will be left to the discref their Parents.

“By Command of His Excellency,
J. BURNETT.”

The application was to be accompanied by the child’s Baptism Catéifas well as a Recommendation
signed by the Clergyman and Police magistrate of the District.

The Management Committee

In April the management of the King’s Orphan Schools was provided fohéappointment by the
Lieutenant Governor of a Committee consisting of the Venerable Aacloth Scott, Major Kirkwood,

Joseph Hone, Esq., Affleck Moodie, Esg. and the Reverend WiBiaiford® At the first meeting of the
Committee, guided by a minute from the Lieutenant Governor, the mgradepted regulations for the
schools detailing the rations allowed for members of staff andspwpilch would be obtained from the
Government Commissariat or Ordinance Store. The Masters 8ttiools, their families and other members
of staff received rations of meat, flour, tea, sugar, saltsaap but the school children also received a ration
of oatmeal and vegetables.

They were also directed to send details of any necessary repties@olonial Secretary who would give
directions to the Engineers.

The Committee was to meet every week in order to consider appis&br admission to the schools and
to inspect the accounts, as well as visit the Schools to maké¢hauithe regulations were being observed.

The Committee decided that the Reverend William Bedford wosltleach school twice a week with any
other available members and that the Committee would meet forebssevery Saturday morning at St
David’'s Church.

The First Master

The first Master and Matron of the Male Orphan School were dtheR Wilkins Giblin and his wife Jessy
who had arrived from England with their eight children in January 1827 abllednducted a successful

6 McKinlay, chapter 9
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school in England but in the depression following the end of the Napolea@ngit¥iad become unviable.
After their arrival he opened a school at Kangaroo Point neaetthg’ f

As Master, Robert Giblin was paid £100 a year and his wife £5@#asi They were assisted by a Beadle,
Washerman, Gardener, Cook, Master’s servant and two Nurse®muedof these positions are likely to
have been filled by assigned convicts.

At the time of his appointment the Committee of Managemenhbatbrmalised the duties of the Master
of the Male Orphan School but this omission was made good in 1830.

“1. The Master of the Male Orphan School is responsible that theiesifyrinished for

the use of the School are appropriated in strict conformiibythe Government regulations
and that those persons only are permitted to receive provisions oaxitles belonging

to the public who have been placed upon the Establishment by the Authoriig of H
Excellency the Lieutenant Governor.

“2. A nominal list of all persons supplied with rations duringwieek to be prepared and

delivered to the Reverend Mr Norn¥avery Wednesday evening that the same may be
laid before the Committee on the following day.

“3. A nominal list of all the children in the School and the daféiseir admission together
with a statement of the reductions that have taken place fraditrme in their numbers
by dismissal or otherwise to be furnished to Mr Norman on the 25th pfékent month.

“4. None of the children to be permitted to quit the School except fopuhmose of
attending Church, without the previous sanction of one of the Committee.

“5. A weekly report to be made to Mr Norman of every punishmemtted in the School,
particularising the offence in each case and containing a brieémeteto the general

character of the offende?.”

There seem to have been problems with the execution of rule numbeirg&p&ction of the Registers of
the Schools gives the names and details of 47 boys up to the end of 1829 alwif@6tge same period.
On the other hand a report in the Colonial Times published on Rrftddgnuary 1830 contains the following
information: “There are now 77 scholars in the Male Orphan Schadddwttown, and 64 in the Female
one at Hobart Town, besides about 50 whose admission has been sanutionwbd,cannot yet be received
for want of accommodation.”

The Male School Register lists 29 boys up to the end of February 1829 nvaiches fairly well wih Mr
Giblin’s requisition of 30 slates in the same month and 25 $iags\in March together with 30 tin pannikins

and dishes as well as 30 iron spo#hs.

Robert Giblin was by all accounts an able and experienced teadiorghithe was a strict disciplinarian.
However in 1830 the Committee became concerned about the statesohdloé and the progress of the
pupils. “The Colonial Secretary, on behalf of the Lieut. GovernortheldCommittee that all did not appear
to be well. The last time he had visited the Male School he rfeaiethe progress of the boys was extremely

slow and that they showed a lack of energy and drowsthess.

Finally at the beginning of 1831 when a boy died soon after being hit repelayettiy Master and other
information came to light about the mistreatment of a number of theMiro§sblin was forced to resigh.

7 McKinlay, chapter 10

8 The Rev'd James Norman, Master of the Female Orphan Schoappaisited to the Committee in October 1829.
9 S.W.D. 24 p256, quoted in McKinlay pp93f

10 McKinlay ppl114f

11 C.S.0.1/490/10836 p. 9 quoted in McKinlay page 121
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Thomas Stone’s Appointment

This necessitated the immediate appointment of a new Mastéheux@bmmittee asked Thomas Stone to
fill the position — the Committee Minutes tell the stéty.

“...placed Mr. Stone, the Master of the National School in the teanpaharge of the

Establishment. The keys of the Store were delivered over to bire $1 the presence of
the Committee — the Servants and children were directed to ob&shimir Master for

the present and it was notified to Mr. Giblin that his Rations evbel stopped from the
following day, Wednesday 19th January (1831).

“In selecting Mr. Stone for this duty, the Committee acted uponet@mmendation of

the Rev’d Mr. Bedford who depended a good deal upon that person's honestyignd abil
which he had shown in the management of the National School — but hefevazed

at the time that his appointment was merely temporary and ghaohfirmation would

not be recommended to the favorable consideration of His Excelleressun$ conduct
gave full assurance to the Committee that the Rev’d Mr. Bedigodd opinion of him
was not ill-founded.”

Through the Colonial Secretary, Lieut.-Governor Arthur informed theitee that in his opinion, a
Person not proper for the position had been placed in the (National) &tttmidart Town following the

departure of Mr. Stone, and that Mr. Stone did not appear to be egiatifperform the multifarious and
responsible duties which must devolve on the Master of the Orphan Sdkazdlled for a further report.

In reply, the Committee submitted respectfully “for the Lieuten@atvernor’'s consideration that, having
proposed among themselves to allow Mr. Stone one month from the datepoédesessor and family
quitting the Establishment, for showing to the satisfaction of then@tiee his fithess or unfitness to be
continued in the situation of Master of the School”, they requestedstponement for the date for
submission of the report.

A Memo in the Minutes of the Committee of 13th May, 1831, reads:—Odrmamittee assembled at the
Male Orphan School at 9 o'clock in the morning for the purpose of makim@laenquiry into the
gualifications of Mr. Stone for the situation of Master.”

This enquiry had been in response to a letter from Thomas who had keedméthe delay in confirming
his appointment (ref. Minutes 5th May, 1831): “Read a letter framStbne requesting earnestly that the
Committee will decide upon his claims to be confirmed is present situation and make their
recommendation accordingly.”

So we see that from 18th January, 1831, Thomas was in temporary chtrgeMale Orphan School in
the Old Distillery at New Town. The Stones took over the aparsraagigned for the accommodation of
Master and Matron on 4th March, 1831.

On 17th May, 1831, the Committee wrote a letter to the Coloniegtseg in this connection. The Minute
Book reads:

“The Committee having reflected on what they have observed when fonisiligg the

Male Orphan School (together and separately and casually and othersvis®)nected
with their last visit on Monday, beg to report that they find the Boys laglvanced in
their learning since Mr. Stone has acted as Master, notaiitlisty the many difficulties
he has laboured under for want of a Beadle, and domestic comfortscanthamdation.

“The Boys went through numerous exercises — Spelling, Rgadiriting and
Arithmetic, evincing Mr. Stone's ability to teach, and the Boysitade to learn the

12 McKinlay, chapter 14
13 The minutes are quoted Hiflorescopp48ff and are taken from “Minute Book 24-4-1828 to 23-10-1833"
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System used by the National Schools. The Committee also find bhre Stvery way
disposed to attend to hints, suggestions, and advice — they are aBeds#iat Mr.
Stone is of unimpeachable moral reputation — to this extent theréfesecan and do,
with pleasure recommend Mr Stone — if however in refezetwc the Lieutenant
Governor's note on the Minutes of 10th March last, His Excellency shouttedbat a
Person of general superior attainments is requisite as Mastehould be immediately
sought for by advertisements, for the Committee do not at ptasmmtof one so qualified.

“Sanction is solicited for the Committee seeking by advertisenoerat married man as
Beadle, whose Wife could assist the Matron in domestic and atheemns, at a Salary
of £60 per annum for the two, as suggested in the Minute of 9th ultimo."

Minutes of 2nd June, 1831, show the following letter was received fro@diomial Secretary:
“Colonial Secretary's Office 27th May, 1851.
“Gentlemen,

“Having submitted to the Lieutenant Governor your Report of the 19th Ingtam,
directed to acquaint you that as His Excellency is concerned thairémgrfdelay would
be extremely prejudicial, he has, on your recommendation, approvedapfgbmtment
of Mr. and Mrs. Stone as Master and Matron of the Male Orphan School

“I have the Honor to be, Gentlemen, Your very obedient humble Servant,
J. J. Burnett”

Previous Experience

Thomas and Ann Stone had arrived in Hobart Town in October 1819 when ttéir early twenties and
expecting their first child. They both came from Bristol, Englandresfiddomas’ father was a pawnbroker
and Ann’s father was a silk hat manufacturer. | have not beenaabieltany details of the educational
background of either of them, but apparently it was sufficient to Ginanas the confidence to open a
school for boys before the end of the year.

The following advertisement appeared in Habart Town Gazette, and Southern Repoote/Saturday,
November 27, 1819:

“Thomas Stone respectfully informs the Inhabitants of Hobart Tdvath on Monday the
6th December he intends opening a SCHOOL for the Education of Young®@entlat
his cottage on Hospital Hil.—The Terms moderate; and he hyp@&sremitting Attention
to Pupils entrusted to his Care to merit Countenance and Support.”

At a time when there were very few schools in Tasmaniauldvappear that Thomas Stone’s new venture
met with some success. At the beginning of 1820 he again invited custom.

“Thomas Stone returns his most sincere Thanks to the InhabitaHdtsbaft Town, for

the very liberal Support he has received since the opening of his ERIXDfor the
Education of Young Gentlemen; and encouraged by the Confidence they havdrplaced
him, he begs Leave to inform them, that for the Accommodatiéawilies residing in

the Country, it is his Intention to take Six Young Gentlemen as Bearaled, by every
Attention being paid both to their Instruction and Comfort,dyeels to merit a Continuance

of that Patronage they have bestowed upon him.

* Terms may be known by applying at his Academy, in Bridge-stiéet.”

In September 1822 Thomas Stone again advertised the opening of his ackoolyledging the “liberal

14 Hobart Town Gazette, and Southern Repo&aturday, February 26, 1820
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Encouragement he met with during the last three years.” He givas adta quite extensive curriculum:
“Writing, Arithmetic, English Grammar, History, Geography, anddgtion, together with Dancing and
the Rudiments of Drawing and Latin.”

Some time during 1824 Thomas closed his school and he and Ann took up tlmmpasiMaster and
Mistress of theNational School at Macquaric Point. Their salaries were £20 and £15 respectively. A
residence was provided and there was enough ground for Thomas to thinksahloligheng a vegetable
garden. They were also able to purchase rations of meat and ftbar@bvernment price.

Ann would have had to fit in her teaching duties with managing the hadsegrowing family which now
included Emma (b. 10 Feb 1820), Ann (b. 8 Dec 1822) and Thomas (b. 25 July 1824).

At the end of 1826 an editorial in the “Colonial Times” which discugsetlems in the contemporary
public school system, including a shortage of teachers and the unwiighgingarents to send their children
to school made one significant exception.

“The Hobart Town School, however, under the managementrRofVONE, presents a
gratifying picture, and reflects much credit on Mr. and Mrs. Stand also on thee.
MR. BEDFORD, under whose immediate eye it is conducted,; it contains about 16@nhi

and proves that there are plenty of children in the Colony, if they hrgent.?>

In spite of this appreciation of his work, towards the end of 1826, fwitpthe birth of their fourth child
Joseph (b. 9 Oct 1826), Thomas was concerned about the familyisifilosition and planning to return
to England he wrote to W. H. Hamilton, the Colonial Secretaryioffénis resignation:

“Sir, The Emoluments arising from my situation as Schoolmasieag wholly inadequate
to the support of my family, | shall be greatly obliged by His Eroel’s allowing me
to resign my situation at the end of the ensuing January, asytirgention to proceed
to England about that period, by tHagh Crawford’

It would seem that the quality of Thomas and Ann’s work was apprédigt¢he Lieutenant-Governor
because on the 27 Dec 1826 he directed that Thomas should be notifteldidlra approved of Fifty
Pounds to himself and Twenty-five Pounds to his wife, with such etheluments or advantages as they
now possess, to be their future rate of Salary from 1st Octdi€rHewever he added that this rate was
not intended to be applicable to all Schoolmasters.

This was enough incentive for Thomas to cancel his plan to leaveltmy dut they would still be moving
house as the National School was about to be moved to a new siterjpobl Street.

The National School moved to 18 Liverpool Street in 1827 where Ann and Tlveooids live and work
until the end of 1830. During this time their family continued to grovh whie birth of James (b. 26
September 1828, d. October 1828) and Edward (b. 19 February 1830).

In a School Return dated 13 January 1827, in Ann’s own handwriting, shenbe@ss School Mistress
of the National Central Female School, Hobart Town. There weferd@le students, aged from 3 to 14
years and a summary is given of their current educational achieveidentsvo daughters featured in the
return:

Emma, aged 7, was educated to “Col¥di®m 1 to 10 by 3 stages. Reading Book No.
2, part 1st. Monosyllabic Writing. Needlework.”

Ann, aged 3, was educated to “Collects from 1 to 5 by 3 stagesin§tiok No. 1,
pages 3 and 4. Alphabetical Writing.”

15 Colonial Timegriday, December 8, 1826

16 The Collects are liturgical prayers for each Sunday of theayehother Holy Days, in this case taken from the “Book of
Common Prayer” of the Church of England.

17 Efflorescop44
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Dr Bell's System of Education

From the description of the achievements of the pupils at the Nagahabl it is likely that they were
following Dr Andrew Bell's System of education, which was @iy the case in all sixteen government
schools in 1832.

Believing that students learned best from their fellow studentantire proficient were appointed as
monitors or student teachers to help those who had reached atlesdardsas well as to keep records and

perform other duties.

The lessons were also divided into small sections, each of whido lhhedmastered before moving on to
the next. For example when learning to write they would start byngdhe letters i, I, t, 0, one by one,
pronouncing each one at the same time. When this was perfed¢hémelearned the vowels in a similar
way before putting together vowels and consonants in two letter sgllable, li, lo, lu, and so on.

Because the letters or syllables were pronounced while beirtgmarnd longer words were divided into
their syllables the pupils were learning to read and writeeasame time.

Extensive use was made of material from the Book of Common Pragé¢ha Bible so that the students
were learning moral and spiritual values while learning to raddnaite.

Arithmetic was taught in a similar way.

The following report in “The Hobart Town Courier” in April 1828 is againappreciation of Thomas and
Ann’s professional competence as teachers.

“NATIONAL ScHooL.—We have great pleasure in stating that on Monday the National
School, in Liverpool street was visited by the Venerable the Arcbdeachen the
children were publicly examined by the Archdeacon and the Reverend MirBetifiree
medals of different sizes were offered as prizes to the boygidsdvho were examined

in the 3rd, and 12th Chapters of Genesis, the 40th and 53rd of Isaidhd tifeMalachi,

the 3rd of St. Mathew, 22nd of St. Luke, the 19th and 20th of St. Jolohwdiich were
repeated, as also the Chief truths of the Christian religioen@asld's Abridgement of
the Bible, the Church Catechism, and the Rubric of Church of Englaadl,of which

the candidates for the medals shared very considerable progress anddgeowlhe
conditions for being candidates for the medals were regular attenata@dteirch and

School.

“The following rewards were given, viz.-The two large, silver niettaJoseph Edwards
and Olive Drabble; also a large Bible and Prayer Book. The secuadrsédal to James
Edwards, also a smaller Bible and Prayer Book. The two siatledals to George
Drabble and Susan Robinson, also a small Bible and Prayer Book.

“It was gratifying to observe that the children preferred takirge3iand Prayer Books,
to the money which was offered with the medals. During the wbolgse of the
examination the intellectual improvement which they evinced, and thdyood@duct
which they preserved, redounded very greatly to the credit of the raastemistress of
the Institution, (Mr. and Mrs. Stone,) and the excellent discigheg maintained, to
whose exertions the progress of the scholars is chiefly to Heuédtti

“After enjoying themselves with a cold dinner, and tea, and cak#sywhich they were
entertained, the school broke up about five o'clock. It is the firstgelibition of the
kind which has taken place in Hobart town, and we rejoice to learit thatended in

future to be annual and more pubhé.”

It would seem that the Committee had good reason to assume thatsT&tmma was the right person to
fill the position of Master of the Boys’ Orphan School which had sudderdgme vacant in January 1831.

18 The Hobart Town CourielSaturday, April 12 1828. page 3
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Management of the Male Orphan School

According to the official Register of Boys at the Orphan School tlvere sixty boys in residence at the
beginning of 1831 but this number should be higher because the names of sommys$ tteferred to in
the Committee Minutes do not appear in the Register. When adthi¢ted)es of these boys ranged from
2% 1o 12 years and in the majority of cases at least one panaméxl and eight are described as orphans.
One boy is described as “an aborigine”. The total had risentiventy-one at the end of 1828, to forty-seven
a year later. The numbers would continue to rise, reachingfeixtyby the end of 1831 and seventy-seven
by the end of September 1832.

This number must have already utilised all the available acconimodehen the Committee was asked
to find places for eight boys from the Cascades Female Factoryseechcrowding there. Committee
Minutes for the 4th October 1832 record that “‘The Committee in conseqattioe great number and
crowded state of the children in the Female Factory beg leagedmmend to His Excellency that eight

of the Eldest Boys at present in that Establishment betedland transferred to the male orphan schbol'.
No doubt they were able to make this recommendation because “Mr $tmoreed that he could make
arrangements for accommodation for 8 more boys if they could sleemimdeks on stands in the School
room (to be removed in the mornings before lessons.” This requeshawesbeen agreed to for on the
22nd October 1832 seven new boys were admitted and another three in November.

Being responsible for such a large group of young boys as well as his ownfgoulygvould have been
quite a challenge for Thomas Stone and his wife Ann. The Commiitegdd mention two responses to
this responsibility. “Mr Stone reported that it would conduce to the@d@hd health of the boys and cause
a great saving of expense if a shoemaker were placed on the keiabli$ (23rd June 1831Mr Stone
applied for rations and clothing for one servant, and permission to kesermaat at his own expense in

consequence of his young family.” (14th July 1831)

It was also becoming a challenge to the members of the Comtoikeep up with their responsibilities as
Archdeacon Scott had returned to Sydney before resigning his position amihgeto England in 1829
and Major Tobias Kirkwood’s regiment had also left in 1829. Thigwtbat there were only three members
left: The Rev’d William Bedford, the Senior chaplain, Afflddioodie, the Assistant Commissary General
and Joseph Hone, the Master of the Supreme Court. Their weeklingneett David’'s Vestry every
Saturday morning and the need to prepare minutes so that Lieutenant Gévdmiocould make the final
decision on their recommendations must have been a significant coemhitmaddition to their other
duties.

Two appointments were made to ease the burden. In October 1829 thd&weexINorman was appointed
as a member. In December 1828 he had been appointed Chaplain of Nevallloough there was as yet
no church building in the area) and Master of the Female Orphan Schibohisvwife Judith as Matron.
Unfortunately Mrs Norman died in September 1829 but her husband contindedtas and a Mrs Clerke
was appointed as Matron.

Perhaps even more significantly, in June 1830 George Thomas W. B, BeyAsditor of Civil Accounts,
was appointed to a new position as the Committee’s Secretarg gatlary of £100 per annum. Boyes was
a very capable official as well as a talented artist andamnsbut is remembered for his diaries which
contain scathing comments on contemporary society.

19 Minutes for 4 Oct 1832, Minutebook, Committee of Management, Kingda&r Schools, CSO 24/1/1, quoted in Frost
p90)
20 Quoted inEfflorescop50
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Plan for New Buildings

The growth of the Orphan Schools also meant that the need to provide ftBmgsdor them was becoming
more and more urgent. The plans for these were drawn up by the Callidngineer and Architect,

John Lee Archer in 1829and building was to commence in 1830 as is evident from a referetioe
Colonial Times on Friday 15 January 1830. “Two admirably planned buildings;éonanodate 150 each,
are now about to be commenced for each School, on opposite sides of the tttadGovernment Land on
this side of the New-town Rivulet.”

| accomodats 200 Bulden - Eack.
The Phunch 500 baocdes e Kildor

_E | Mats Oephon Shoot
[ HE
= iy

The 1830 design for the Orphan Schools and asso@dtChurch building. The church design would later le radically altered.

The 1830 plan for the complex shows the mirror image school plans onsathef the church and joined
to it by matching colonnades. The main section of each school includeda-ssom and dining room on
either side of the Master’s apartments. The kitchens, infiesabath houses and other facilities were in
wings beyond the main building, parallel to the church. Thereraxener of differences from the completed
complex.

The original design included a chapel for the use of scholars but #tledsaents saw an opportunity to
procure a church building for their use and made representations tietitenant Governor. The result is
set out in two notices in the Colonial Times for Friday 9 July 1830.

“Church at New Town,Hobart Town, June 14, 1830.

“It being the intention of the Government to commence forthwith twabkskenents at
New-town, on a large scale, for Male and Female Orphands@s$oa the Children of
poor distressed Parents; and several of the Inhabitants having exareasatus desire
that a Church should be connected with these Establishments, anteaseish to
contribute to its erection, in conjunction with the Government, by paguBonations
and Cartage, the under-mentioned Gentlemen have undertaken, afjubst ref His

21 Brown p26
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Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, to act as a Committee f@uiip®se of collecting
and receiving all Subscriptions, and paying the Amount into the Offitdteeo€ollector
of Internal Revenue, for the above purpose, namely:

“The Members of the Orphan School Committee, and Messrs. Jadebymas, Roseway;
John Bell, New-town; John Beamont, New-town; James Scott, Hbbart; G. F. Read,
Hobart Town; George Gatehouse, New-town; Henry James EmmettiaMew John
Dunn, Hobart Town.

“It is proposed, that Donations exceeding £5 each, shall he paid byrlests| at the
expiration of six, twelve, aud eighteen Months.”

The other notice was placed by the Chairman of the new Comniteph Hone, who was also a member
of the Committee of Management, and set out the minutes ofsheneeting of the Committee which lost
no time in enlisting subscribers. By September they were able tsipalist of 124 subscribers with the
amountspromised ranging from £50 from “A Friend” to “A Mite” of one shillingieltenant Governor
Arthur and Mrs Arthur were recorded as both subscribing twenty-five giinea

The plans were altered to include a church which would serve the cotyrasinvell as the schools while
construction of the two school buildings continued. The church would includepagsisive tower and with
seating in north and south galleries as well as in the nave wiluald e able to accommodate 500
worshippers as well as the 200 children from each school.

By 1832 it appeared that it would be possible to move the children inb@thpremises before the end of
the year. In March 1832 the Committee appointed Miss De LittRupsrintendent of the new Female

Orphan School and requested that the premises be made availabtkatatyéor fifty girls??
The “Princess Royal” Women Emigrants

Unfortunately for the Committee and the girls they would have to aveither year before they could
occupy their new home. The new school was needed to house a group of 2@0skstteals who arrived
in Hobart Town in August 1832 and needed to be accommodated until arrangementmatized for
them to enter into service or find other employment.

Their arrival in thePrincess Royalas the result of a scheme of the British Government tstasshe
passage of suitable young women to Van Diemen’s Land and N.S.\drégsehe inbalance between the
sexes in the two young colonies. However the eagerly anticipated afrisach an attractive group of
immigrants did not start well as is explained in a despatch lfieatenant Governor Arthur to the Right
Honourable Viscount Goderich, Colonial Secretary at the time.

“On the 24th ultimo it was telegraphed that the Princess Roihl{lve female Emigrants,
in the midst of thick and hazy weather, had taken the wrasgapgea, and run into Frederick
Henry Bay, about 10 leagues to the North-east of the Derwent. Throughougtitaand
following day, there was one continued violent gale, during which the BsiriReyal
dragged her anchors, and at length, to avoid inevitable destrutticas necessary to
run her on shore. This information reached me on the evening of the 25tedligben
orders were given to send off the colonial vessels, with somg tmsstables, who were
married men; and contemplating that there would be much confusideerhed it
expedient to proceed myself, accompanied by the chief police megyigivery effort
to get the vessel off having proved ineffectual, it became necassadopt the most
unpleasant and troublesome task of removing the women into smallsydssethe
purpose of conveying them to Hobart Town: this was accomplishigh less
inconvenience than could have been anticipated, and the whole of the wernsesafely
brought up and lodged in the Female Orphan School, which had been previously prepared
for their reception.

22 McKinlay p 136
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“I have the honour to apprize you of the formation of a Ladies’ Cot@ejitonsisting of
42 members, arranged in seven Sub-committees. These ladiesdrafestad the most
zealous activity in making every previous arrangement for domiciliahegfémale
Emigrants, and in consequence of their benevolent exertions, in the cbumise days
72 women have been provided for as milliners and dress-makers, or pplabednost

respectable servicé?

The original intent of the English Commissioners for Emigration waend out a number of respectable
females between the ages of sixteen and thirty from country atreasvould be suitable for domestic
service with a farming family or some other honest work in the colBing.government would pay half

the cost of passage and the emigrant the othef4raflact the emigrants were mostly chosen from girls
from London who were in the Refuge for the Destitute, thesehebchool of Reform or various workhouses.
They were provided with free passage and although they were accompar@esubyeon, Matron and
Chaplain the conditions of the voyage to their new home were notTdesal.to cap it all they ran aground

just before reaching their destinatitn.

An early report in the Hobart Town Courier expressed the hope thatvtioeitd be a good result from the
arrival of thePrincess Royahnd it passengers.

“We trust these women will appreciate the advantage they passassvery other free
settler that has yet come to the colony, in thus having an immeadidten afforded them,
and a committee of respectable and intelligent ladies appointed Bptleenor himself

to advise and assist them in obtaining situations. They will if threpraident and friends
to themselves, have an opportunity of doing well and of avoiding the numer&ssnat

shoals on which new settlers are so frequently wrecked.

“And on the other hand, we should advise such of our readers as aredrol employ
them, to recollect they are free emigrants and entitled teatet with every respect that
their conduct will merit, while at the same time, for thkesaf both parties, a proper
agreement as in England should be entered into for a certain pesed/ick, as a year,
half-year or quarter, most certainly not less than a month, so tha case of a separation
the employer should not be left suddenly unawares without a servarttersarvant sent

abroad without a provisior??

In spite of this hope that there would be a measured response tauhkead the newcomers the fact that
two hundred females were arriving stirred up a lot of enthusiasrthey were being transferred ashore on
theTamarand theCharlottewe are told that:

“Numerous boats were soon alongside the steamer, and considetimiggal) the young
gentlemen in them, behaved themselves very pretty, but then Mr.tGraed a deaf ear
to all their numerous applications, to be permitted to go on boas®v&n the fair cargo
was landed at New Town, and immediately took possession of one ofrthe @fithe

Orphan School, which had been temporarily fitted up for their reception.

“Early on the Friday, Mrs Pedder and several of the Lady Coewnittere in attendance,
and the utmost order and regularity prevailed during the day. Some teevadmsels it
is true, absented themselves, but then consider the temptatiensdof€Could it be
expected that the young ladies would remain pent up longer than they coulddstdp
of people went out in the course of Friday afternoon, to get a sigig damsels, and we
understand that on Saturday and Sunday, there was quite a fair dtoMexyvhowever,

28extract of a Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Arthur to the Right Viscount Goderich, dated Van Diemen’s Land,
8th Sept. 1832: “Accounts and Papers”, Vol. XXVI, 1833

24The Hobart Town Magazine, Volume 1, p 283
25ibid p284
26The Hobart Town Courier, Friday 31 August 1832, p 2
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yesterday the ladies returned the visit, and Hobart Town wadljiteadhon a move” with
the fair sex. Many we are glad to find have obtained situationsvarate very certain,
that they have only to behave themselves in a becoming manner, and datam$dation

in future life will be guaranteed therd’”

The Orphan Schools Committee were worried about this situation ahé @Ath October recorded in the
minutes:

“As to the Female Establishment, we regret to find it much géswosed, in comfort, at
least, by reasons of the perhaps unavoidable introduction of the newbddfemale
Emigrants. It is impossible for us to enter upon the Subject iil. d&awould only advert
to the fact of the women being wholly free and not restrained oleapd being
restrained, even if the means of doing so were within our powert -Suaslay, sailors
and others were outside the Building, and some of the Woumavoidably in
communication with them, to the bad example of all others thereabeudiscredit of
the Establishment, and the consequent dissatisfaction of our PriSemnvents — it is
noted that these Women will be speedily removed and that the Governithéet able
to accommodate such as may hereafter arrive in some other sBitiidlag. In all other

respects things are going on wef.”
Back at the old Distillery

The committee minutes for 1833 show that Thomas Stone was conceawtdhee boys’ clothing and the
possibility of some instruction in trade skills. In Januarydeammended that a tailor be appointed to the
establishment to take care of the repair of the boys’ clotheshwigce in a very ragged condition. In
February he was able to report that a tailor and a shoemakerdragdrg to the school, but he must at that
stage have not seen the tailor at work. Like many of the scheml/ants he was an assigned convict but
he had been refused assignment by Mr Lightfoot and did not have the psepdrhis hands. The minutes
for the 7th March commented that “he did not appear to be the type ohpens could fill the committee’s
intention that the tailor should instruct the boys in his trade” and a28theMarch “the appointment of a
Free Settler as tailor was approved if one could be found”.

Another major concern of the Committee was the boys’ Sumadaging walk from New Town to St David’s
Church in Hobart for Divine Service. St John’s Church had not wet beilt, it was not until the 6th January
1834 that Lieutenant Governor Arthur laid the foundation stone, but appaxaathgements were made
for services to be held in the Female Orphan School in April 1833.

“The Committee finding it is now practicable to commence DiBeevice at the Female
Orphan School, arranged for giving notice thereof to the Inhabitants offNesw and
its vicinity and for the first service being held on Sunday next atl@ak@nd to continue

thenceforth at the same hour on each succeeding Sutiday.”
This arrangement was approved by the Lieutenant Governor.

“Read a letter from the Colonial Secretary dated 4th instant, gimgvelis Excellency’s
approval for the arrangement made for the performance of Divine Waitsthip Female

Orphan School, New Town, as reported in the last Minuftes.”

2’Colonial Times, Tuesday 4 September 1832, pp 2f

28efflorescopp 51f — The date given there is 10 October 1833 but it probably should be 1832.
2Minutes 18 April 1833

30Minutes 16 May 1833
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Since there were now about 120 boys in the Male Orphan School, as répthte@ommittee by Thomas
Stone on the 4th July, the Committee proposed that they should attsedvilces being held closer to the
School.

“As Divine Service is now regularly performed at the New Orphdmo&8ieevery Sabbath
morning, the Committee consider it highly desirable and proper th&aye should
attend there as there is sufficient accommodation for thenathsfeSt. David's Church,
by which change the Committee consider the Boys would edoapeafane and improper
language that they must too often hear in walking to and from Hobart Towue dord's
Day.

“The Committee therefore strongly recommend the same for HigllErcy's approval
and that directions may be given to the Civil Engineer to ere® &wathe Boys and

Girls accordingly.?!

The Committee was not entirely unanimous in this decision as aexheneeting on the 19th September
The Rev’d William Bedford raised an objection.

“With reference to the recommendation of the Committee in thstirMinutes relative
to the Boys at the Orphan School attending Divine Service, The Rev'@&diford
requests that it might be inserted in the Minutes of this daytlleaArchdeacon had
mentioned to him that he (the Archdeacon) wished the Boys should atendavid’'s
Church until the Church at New Town was ready for them. Twmnmittee
notwithstanding see no reason whatever to alter their opinion on thec8ubj

Then at the meeting after that:

“The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed... Wlekception that Mr.
Bedford wished it to be understood that he concurred with the opinionAfdchdeacon

as stated by him3?
Moving day at Last

It would appear that the female immigrants had left the Orphana@edgmber 1832 as the Ladies

Committee had had some success in finding places for many of ThenCommittee reported a month
after the arrival of the women that out of two hundred, one hundred andhdortyeen engaged in service
or enabled to provide for themselves respectably. Twenty-six ittadrawn themselves from the protection
of the Government and were engaged in disreputable services or laadingus coarse life. Thirteen had

been altogether expelled for highly improper conduct and there wererdmomeere still disengaged.

However although the girls moved into the new building in Decembefi8@&% apparently occupied the
boys’ wing and it was not until September 1833 that plans could be maitie f@settlement of the boys
in their new quarters. At their meeting on the 12 September 183&iagreed that “the Committee also
beg leave to recommend to his Excellency that immediately on theegintssing from the present building
to the other Wing that the First Engineer be directed to preparedrataly the Dormitories for the Boys
and that Iron bedsteads be substituted for Hammocks if procuraimé\WWooden ones and that the number
of Mattresses required may be immediately procured. It appearsbibat forty can be spared from the

Girls’ School.”s6

31 Minutes 12 September 1833

32These and the previous extracts from the Committee Minuteskane fromEfflorescopp 51f
3%Rushden & Mclintyre p 62

34dem

35McKay p 3

36efflorescop 52
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On the 10 October 1833 they received a memorandum from the Coloniata®gaated 3rd instant
conveying the directions of His Excellency The Lieutenant Governor fanthediate removal of the Girls
into the new Building appropriated for them. The Colonial Secretaoyaalthorised the attendance of Boys
at Divine Worship in the School at New Town, instead of St Daitisrch.

It was also reported that on Friday 4 October 1833 “The Femadbliskiment was entirely removed into

the New Building appropriated for i8” This apparently then allowed the Boys to move into their new
guarters before the end of the month.

An Unfortunate Brush With the Law

In 1828 Thomas Stone applied for ten acres of land which fronted on to EplerBoad in the present

day suburb of Mount Stuart. It was close to the main road and abowdyalietween Hobart and New

Town. In his application he stated that he wished to transfer “aigvehr1000 Fruit Trees of different kinds”

which he had collected while at the National School in Hobart. Appgiee was able to have the property
surveyed and fenced in 1829 so that he could start using it as a faima grant was not actually approved
until 26 September 1836.

After he had moved to New Town it would appear that on some occagimms Thomas sent a convict
employee of the School to Hobart Town for stores he would get him pooffra load of wood or manure
at Elphinstone Road on his way.

This seemingly convenient arrangement unfortunately turned out to bewassarminal offence as can be
seen in the Committee minutes of the 10 October 1833 and must haveseeensdistraction at the time
they were moving into the new School buildings.

“The Secretary laid before the Committee a letter fronCitief Police Magistrate dated
1stinst. (i.e. 1/10/1833) with three ‘informations laid against3tbne, —Master of the
Male Orphan School for misappropriating Government Labour; negféo the Committee
by order of H. E. The Lieutenant Governor which was replied to by dmen@ttee in
their Report affixed to the said letter, viz:

“We were aware of this case before the matter was tHesed and upon expressing to
Mr. Stone our opinion as to the irregularity and impropriety of the Wet,at once
perceived that he was altogether unconscious that he had committedraaret was
obviously greatly distressed at being for the first time during mamng yesidence in the
Colony, charged with improper conduct of any description. Wpressed our
disapprobation and desired it might not occur again; — he is wavdisttned, and thus
far the law is satisfied — believing him not to have wilfulffended, we retain our opinion
that it is unnecessary to do more than reiterate the warnsgegsglgiven to him, and we
will immediately attend.”

Thomas was convicted and fined £10, which to a family man was a vary hew. In an endeavour to
have the fine remitted, he presented a petition to the Lieutewmaeti@dr which is preserved in the Letters

to the Colonial Secreta#dj.

To His Excellency Colonel George Arthur
Lieutenant Governor of Van Diemen's Land &c &c &c.

The Memorial of Thomas Stone Sheweth,

That Your Memorialist was on the thirteenth day of Septenalsécbnvicted of an offence
under the Harboring Act for culpably and negligently suffering a Convist tnd remain
in his premises and fined Ten pounds.

37ldem
38Ref. C.S.0.- 1/678/1500&fflorescop54
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That Your Memorialist in extenuation of his offence most humbly subtmitgour
Excellency's favorable consideration and superior judgment that his bacsewas that

of occasionally employing the Driver of an empty Cart in his Road to ttidban for
stores (to convey a load of Dung or Wood to your petitioners farm whiclthis vicinity

of New Town — and but a very little way off the High Road) differstmuaeterially from

that of an Offender employing. harboring, concealing or even culpablyireca convict
illegally at largeor not on his premises and most humbly submits that the Institution under
Your Memorialists care was in ho way prejudiced or injured by agleoeof duty of

that Convict or any other circumstances connected with the Case.

That Your Memorialist is very sorry for having committed any violagbthe Law and
most humbly prays Your Excellency to favorably consider the foregoingnegtances,
his large family and the heavy amount of the fine and that you willdsese@d to remit
the moiety of it accruing to the Crown.

And Your Memorialist as in duty bound will ever pray.
5 Sep 1833
The following comments have been written in the margins of the document.

“We think that convictions in such cases under the Act aneisigdt in a manner it never was contemplated.
J.B.” (John Burnett, the Colonial Secretary)

“There is a very positive Govt. order extending to all clagépsrsons in the service of the Govt. prohibiting
their using any Horse, Cart, Convict etc. for their private adganfdhis Mr Stone has violated unless it
can be shown that he has derived some authority from the Committhertolveeg to refer this Memorial.

16th October 33 G.A.” (George Arthur)

“Since writing the above, | perceive the Committee has alreadydeved this subject. | have therefore
only here to add that | am of opinion Mr.Stone’s conduct was most imprpeithat | cannot think of
affording him any relief. “

G.A. 16th October, 333
Laying the First Stone of the New Church

By January 1834 the plans for the new church were ready and work was atmatrtence on the building.
To mark the occasion a large crowd gathered at the site on Mondan6tryl for the laying of the first
stone.

“At 3 o'clock an immense multitude was assembled on the spot,cdetat of the 21st
Fusileers and the band having previously marched from tawd, soon after his
Excellency having arrived, the procession was formed and, the band pla/imgsons'
march, advanced to the North East comer of the building.

“On reaching the stone, Mr. Archer, the architect, presentednagblthe building, and
with his Excellency's approval proceeded, to fix the lower part odtthree in its proper
situation, the upper part of which being raised, the Rev. Mr. Norgranpunced in a
solemn manner the following short prayer: "May the Great Archdéthe universe,
deign to visit us in this our present convention, and may we be enablesetomahe
foundation stone we are now about to lay, such a superstructure asntay promote
his honour and glory"

39These documents are all quotedEfflorescopp 53-55
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Part of Working Drawing No 5. used by the builders 6the church.
The South Gallery is at the top of the picture withthe girls’ staircase on the left and the boys’ othe right each opening off a
colonnade which joined the church with their respetive schools.
The communion table is on the left facing East anthe triple-decker pulpit is at the right to the Weg.
The font is right in the centre where the aisles ass.
The seating in the galleries was modified in 1843d the ground floor seating was later re-orientatedo face East.

“Mr. Hone, whose exertions with Mr. Archer in promoting the work anéthengements
have been most indefatigable, then directed the whole of the childtke wistitution,
who were neatly dressed in their appropriate costume, in singiagtaem, which was
succeeded by solemn music while the upper part of the stone was lyrémvaled, and
Mr. Gregory the treasurer deposited an assortment of British geét, and copper coins
in the cavity which had been previously made in the lowetr’@de architect then covered
it up with a silvered plate, on which was engraved a Latin jisen, giving the details
of the occasion.

“His Excellency then descended to the foundation, and assisted byttheciyproceeded
to lay the stone in the usual manner, applying the square, plumteveleand maul, and
having finished the work, he invoked a blessing upon it, which he did in a veppaippe

and emphatic, though short address, every word of which was distinetlg bg the

numerous assembly present, which according to the estimate that touiakdye is

accustomed to form upon such occasions, consisted of between threeratmd@sand
persons.

“He prayed that we might be enabled to carry on and finish the work wiaishthen so

happily begun, alluding in a general manner to the great advantagescaladated to

confer upon the present and future generations in a colony so pecuteuiysianced as
this is.

“At the conclusion three cheers were given with loud acclamgid shew that the feelings
of all present, responded in unison with those which His Excellemtgo well expressed.

“The children then sang another anthem, upon which the Rev. Mr. Bexdiioe forward
and read from a manuscript which he held in his hand, a very excatiénnstructive
address, in which be shewed that the praiseworthy undertakingnwagi accordance
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with the injunctions and example afforded us in the holy scriptures. Uite BRean then
concluded the ceremony with a short but impressive prayer suiteddocdson and the
usual blessing, when the meeting separated.”

The report also included a brief description of the building and a comahent the appropriate style of
ministry which would be required:

“The church, though large and elegant in its design, will it is exgglogeready for divine
service in little more than 12 months. Its form is exactly sqummieg 61 feet each way,
and will embrace even a larger area than St. David's churclhisl&as the original St
David’s, not the later Cathedral.) the latter building being 77get5, containing an
area of 3465 square feet, while the orphan school one will include 3600.

“The children educated at the institution, who were present atettemony, and are
already numerous, will of course by that time be considerably ire@@éasiumbers. We
need not say that the clergyman, whoever he may be, will have aaplgcaiduous duty
to perform. For he will err if he do not suit his discoursebe tender years of his principal
hearers.”

The writer concluded with a note about what these days would be ‘tediesparency” in the management
of the Orphan Schools which was provoked by seeing a notice “posted omadloé reom doors, to the
effect that no admittance will be given without an order from oneeo€bmmittee”. He went on:

“His Honour the Chief Justice we believe is chairman of that atieenand we are sure
his intelligent mind and known good sense will see the propriety of instantioving
such a seal of concealment, which can only be productive of miseheedye are equally
certain that every good teacher would rejoice to throw open the doosss@rhinary to
the free admission of all—an admission which would afford the grgaissible stimulus
to both scholar & teacher, and satisfaction to the public. Few arukfaeen as our
moments of recreation are, we should employ them with no grebgérireany possible
manner than by either passively listening to, or occasionallyrigradhelping hand in the

exercises of the schodl?”
Life in the New School 1833-1836

Apart from the children singing at the ceremony for the laying ofatiedation of the new church there is
very little information about the life of the orphanage as they movedtuet new buildings. As well as
those who moved from the old distillery there were eighty-severadavissions to the boys’ school between
November 1833 and the end of 1834. These boys were aged between two aed yeartewith fifty-seven
of them aged six and under. Although some were the sons of convict nuithenswere true orphans or
had free parents who for some reason could not look after them bbbse ware they would eventually
be discharged.

In September 1834 five aboriginal boys were admitted to the school ameafoetr in 1835 who joined
the three who were already students there. Their presence tsetieersubject of an editorial in the Hobart
Town Courier of Friday 20 February 1835 which is noteworthy for its talteough | don'’t think those
who had been resettled on Flinders Island would have agreed with thediogekemarks.

“Ten little children of the Aborigines, now domesticated at Fliadsland, were last week
brought up and placed with the four others already in the Orphan schookdodaed.
It is of course a most desirable thing that these poor childrerddb@plroperly instructed,
for they have the intellectual faculty as strong as a Europeant éngt aight we were
ready to applaud the committee for adopting apparently so benevolensarendtis
delightful to a man of feeling to see these 14 little black amildntermixed and taught
in classes with the other little orphans in that noble insingtnd were they all orphans

40The Hobart Town CourielFriday 10 January 1834
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and without another friend or relation to care for them, owsfaation would be unmixed.

“But this is not the case, most of them have parents or nletions dearly attached to
them at the Establishment, by whom their separation is looked ugundisgst affliction
that could befall them—a removal almost as painful as that of dsalhwould be. We
are too ready to suppose, that because those poor people are afeatdifiéour, they
have not the same warmth of sentiment—the same tenderness aklmaselves—when
the very opposite is the fact. The passions of the breast arkemsesr than ours, and we
know that the parents and relations of these children daily and houdgtiémeir removal
so much, that susceptible as they are, it is not unlikely Elexete their death.

“Itis for this reason, that looking calmly at the matter wapisove of the measure, and
should rejoice to see the committee restore them to theefidorhere is already a properly
qualified schoolmaster on the island, or catechist to undertake tlyatadat if it was
desirable to teach them in conjunction with white children, it woule een easy to
send some of the orphans from this place to stand in the claskeékemt

“These people are or ought to be as free as ourselves, and waimgiat we have no
right whatever to take away their children without first consultment—without the
leave and consent of their natural parents and guardians firgt aséte@btained.

“This was the great and laudable principle on which the governmenomd went, in

the mediations of Mr. Robinson with all the tribes which brought aboytrésent happy
arrangement unprecedented in the annals of man, and it is not onkeastitgratifying

features, thus to see the remnants of various little stateserly in open hostility with
each other now living in social community (in all but the loss af #teldren) happy and
contented.”

Changes In Administration

No doubt the staff and students were pleased to be in their newngaiktilast but the School Committee
found it difficult to maintain the kind of oversight which was expectedhby teutenant Governor. “...early
in 1834 the Committee was again expressing concern about the diffitgtiverning the school adequately
under the present arrangements. All internal matters had tfdyeed to them at their weekly meetings
and in cases of indiscipline among the servants, six days could b&ipse it was checked.

“Neither Mr. Stone, the Master of the Male School, nor Mrr&dr the Master of the Female School were
thought sufficiently responsible to be given greater authority and the @@@suggested the appointment
of a clergyman to superintend the whole establishment and bring akimytiravement in the ‘moral and
religious instruction’ of the children. Arthur approved of the idea andderesl too that more direct control
might also bring about a reduction in the steadily rising costs othmks.

“The post of Superintendent was offered to the Rev. T. B. Naylty imat835. He was also to carry out
parochial duties in the New Town Church of England parish, but it wesset that these duties were
subordinate to the demands of his post at the Orphan Schools.

“The Committee was not to be disbanded. At Naylor's request they tweetain responsibility for the
annual estimates and the general expenditure of the Schoolagléaily spending to the Superintendent
within the budget set down. They were to appoint and dismiss the sroce staff, approve admissions
and discharges of children and arrange for the apprenticing of olddrechil

“The Superintendent was to report to them periodically on the st#te establishment and they were to
each visit the schools quarterly to inspect progress. Naylor waes tesponsible for the daily control of
the schools, for religious instruction, for the children's moral conddatation, clothing and food and was
to ‘attend to their general comfort’. He was to improve the edutstandards of the school and increase
trade training.*

41Brown pp30f
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It might have been thought that the Rev. Thomas Beagley Naylor was
hardly qualified for his new responsibilities. Born in Weymouth on the 2
September 1805, he was nearly ten years younger than Thomas Stone anc

had just arrived in the colony. After studying at Magdalen Hall, Otford

he graduated B.A., was made a Deacon in 1831 and ordained priest in
1832 by the Bishop of Bath and Wells. His only previous appointment
was as the Stipendary Curate of Stoke sub Hamdon in South Somerset.

As Robert William Murray wrote inThe Tasmanian and Austral-Asiatic
Review, in 16 June 1837, “Perhaps never was public astonishment greater
than was occasioned by the appointment, almost immediately after his
arrival in this Colony of a very young man, a Mr. Naylor, to the chief
administration of this most important establishment.” After réing on
the generous salaries which he and his wife would receive, £3G0rp.a.

From an original painting in Saint Mr Naylor and £100 for Mrs Naylor, Murr_ay describ_ed h_ir_n lesbeau

John’s Church, New Town clerc’ where a clergyman of “a solemn, staid, respect ingpaaportment
and even appearance” would have been more appropriate in a place which
was in effect a “large gaol”.

Thomas Naylor did have some considered views on education which he séoliteatise on Education”
which he presented to Lieutenant-Governor Arthur in 1836 when a Commitieh had been set up to

report on Education throughout the colony also made its r&port.

“The weakness and failure of contemporary schooling could be tracesi(heto the
following evils:

(1) The general neglect ofiaiciousinculcation of moral and religious principles, without
which the mere power to read and write was a fatal gift;

(2) The absence of any accurate observation of individual character;

(3) The children being left, in the beginning of their school litey tong without
instruction; and

(4) When taught, learning not by progressive comprehension, but, as monkeys do, by
imitation;

(5) Sufficient pains were not being taken to ascertain, by exaorn#tie progress made;
or to smooth the really great difficulties in the way of children loyopial illustration of
the lessons.

(6) Few efforts were being made (except, perhaps, in Infant S3hootender useful
instruction interesting.

(7) Religious Instruction was being made a thing apart, insteadraf lméerwoven with
all other learning.

(8) The teaching of subjects—Spelling, Arithmetic, &c. blasses in regular rotation"was
causing "mental indolence, and destroying independent action".

(9) There was no combination of active and industrious habits with baokirg.

“The prime cause of all these troubles was attributable (Naldoned) to an improper
selection of School-Masters and Mistresses, many of whom tookalprtgas a ‘dernier
ressort' . . . Societies turned out teachers in three manthke result was that the teachers

42 Not part of Magdalen College but a separate institution, knowteatord College since 1874.
43 evy p219
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were ignorant of any System; or bungled through one, imperfectly understoatilland
more imperfectly practised, listlessness being inscribed on oheftthéir schools, and

mimicry on the other#*

The Rev. T. B. Naylor took up his appointment as Superintendent of thenC8pheols in February 1835
and “was asked to report on the performance of Mr Gazard iroretatithe Female Establishment, where
his wife was matron, and on Mr Stone at the male establishiftemiColonial Secretary, John Montagu,

noted that Gazard appeared superfluous, and also that Stone was awedpzitia good teachel”

Whatever the truth of those accusations it must have been difbctittose who had had the oversight of
the two schools for some time previously and had been involved in thatrefoto the new buildings, to
now find that they were now subject to a much younger and comparativelereqed superintendent.
As we shall see, Thomas Stone was to set out some of tloailtigs which he encountered.

Joan Brown commented, “In spite of this general measure of agreabwut the appointment and about
the future roles of Committee and Superintendent, the new systenmotsuccessful. Within a few months
clashes between Mr. Naylor and the Committee were frequent.seéfas to have lacked the tact and
diplomacy to handle either the Committee or his subordinates sfutlyesehe dispute was still raging

when Arthur was recalled®

St John’s Church, New Town

The first service was held in St John’s on Sunday 20 December 1835vaumst have been quite exciting
for the girls and boys to walk along the colonnade from their school aihe gpaircase which lead directly
to their side of the South Gallery. There was separatengdatithe Master and his family.

The boys’ school was to the right of the church anthe girls’ to the left. Mount Wellington is behindthe buildings.

44_evy pp220f
“McKinlay pp140f
46Brown p31
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Irreconcilable Differences

Thomas Stone found it very difficult to work with Mr Naylor and in 183@&ds came to a head. Naylor
decided to get rid of the Master and to this end organised an inspegtios Excellency the Lieutenant
Governor and the Committee which proved very unfavourable to Thomageaslathe Committee was
instructed to inform Thomas Stone that he would no longer be employedstey Miathe Boys’ Orphan

School.

The Chairman of Orphan School Committee, Chief Justice J.ddeP®n the 28th May, 1836, sent the
following reply to the Colonial Secretary:

"Sir,

“The Committee of Management for the King’s Orphan Schools have the kmnor
acknowledge the receipt of a letter addressed to them by thehawtGovernor on the
18th ultimo, relative to a recent investigation into the statbaifEstablishment, and to
request you will do them the favor to acquaint His Excellency, ereate to that portion
of the communication which adverts to the representatidred@haplain, as to Mr. Stone's
incapability of conducting the Male Branch of the Institution, and whlsh suggests
that immediate effect should be given to Mr. Naylor's represent#tiainthe Committee
have accordingly notified to Mr. Stone that himself and his wifé lvalrelieved from
their present duties on the 30th proximo, but, as the Committeenoeable, even had
they acted immediately on receipt of the letter in question, totg@ése persons an entire
guarter's notice, and in consideration of the length of time Mr. asd3fione's Services
have been employed at the Orphan School, as well as the zeasmhihyasvith which,

it is admitted, the former has devoted himself to the intexsthe Institution, the
Committee beg leave respectfully to recommend to His Eewefl the Lieutenant
Governor that a gratuity of one half year's Salary may be authdasddr. and Mrs.
Stone on their vacating their respective appointments.

“The Committee feel the more sanguine in making this requesttfreisense of Mr.
Stone's uniform good conduct during the period he has been under their supervision.

“I have the honor to be Sir Your Obedient Servant,
“J. L. Pedder Chairman "

On the 15th June 1836 Thomas Stone responded to the letter from thettéerfrilanagement.
"Gentm,

“In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 28th ulto. relatvay removal, | beg
leave to express my thanks for the kind feeling you have evinced towardghe general
tenor of the communication.

“I cannot however refrain from noticing the grounds upon which His Excglleasbeen
pleased to recommend my immediate dismissal. The charge of inemopdy the
Superintendent, —in which His Excellency judging from the state ofd®ol at the
late Examination, concurs.

“I most respectfully but firmly deny that the result of that inigggton can with justice
be attributed to my incapability. | am fully aware that thevaes diffidence, with which
| am occasionally affected, acted on that occasion powerfully wgpmajudice, and
warranted in some degree the opinion which has been fornmdf wvas entirely
unconnected with the real state of the School, of whicitdgether disclaim the
management since the appointment of Mr. Naylor, under whose direstrgapdence
and sole management, every thing connected with the Establishasdm¢en conducted;
and on reference to the regulation it will be found, ‘That the Maste® conduct the
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School under the direction of the Superdt,” and | am quite unaware spaayic charge
of either neglect or opposition. His appointment reduced me to a ereens | was not
only divested of the control over the School, but also over every othetrdepaof the
Institution, and that by his especial orders; and to convey this positgarvitude more
forcibly to the Master, it is required that even for a shoreads, the sanction of the
Superdt must first be obtained. | should conceive that my having diyginganized the
School on the Madras system, and conducted it for four years without esoriped
regulations to general satisfaction, would have been a sufficiertiveetgathe charge of
incapability, without detailing remarks on subsequent events.

“Having endeavoured to show my irresponsibility [i.e. that he was sponsible for the
observed state of affairs], | beg leave in confirmation to subgndifferences of opinion,
and causes to which | attribute the unfavourable state of the Schopl: vi

“1st. The withdrawing from School duties the greater portion ofdé@&oys; by which
means the principal agency for instruction is entirely removed.

“2nd. The laxity of discipline sanctioned by the Superdt in the viewntextains for the
cultivation of their moral affections; which has a direct terayeto produce great
insubordination without affecting the desired purpose.

“3rd. The great deficiency of necessary books; which has impededadipess of the
Boys for a length of time.

“4th. Encroachments on the professed system of Education; intendetadments by
the Superdt'

“These positions | have frequently intimated as in duty bound to the Sugdtdasg
very considerably to prejudicial effects.

“With these impediments | beg leave Gentm to suggest a question tonygautial sense.
Whether a favorable result could have been anticipated?

“Gentm, | must respectfully submit that | have devoted the tasten years of my life
to the instruction of youth, twelve yrs. of which have been in the cgefi H. M.
Governmt.; (seven in the National and five in the Male Orphan Sclavmsm therefore
from the confined nature of my evocation, during so long a period, dathistage of
my life almost wholly unfit to engage in any other pursuit; and withnail{y of eight
children (six of whom are under twelve years of age) must consequegtytime wishes
of the Govmt under the most serious disadvantages.

“The sum which His Excellency, aided by your kind recommendation, haspbessed
to award can only be considered as equivalent to a quarter's notide, rmdvay a
compensation for the loss of a situation on which my sole dependenaelbag een
placed; and in which however unavailing my efforts, it is acknowledgede &aplied
myself with unwearied zeal and assiduity.

“I therefore hope and trust, Gentm, that through your powerfuteppéon, His excellency
may be induced to take into further consideration my long seraodshe embarrassment
this sudden measure has occasioned in my circumstances; and as ¢ poojpos my
attention to agricultural pursuits, as the most simple | can fotloav His Excellency will
be graciously pleased to aid my endeavours in the maintenance of myuosrfanily,
by conferring on me a grant of Land, which will be the most acceptabiuneration he
can bestow.

“Gentm | have the honor to subscribe myself

“Your obedt Servt, Thos Stone.”
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The members of the Committee, on the 22nd July 1836, then sent Thetteasin to the Colonial Secretary
with this recommendation:

“Sir,

“In transmitting a letter received from Mr. Stone the latasMr of the Male Orphan
School, we beg leave to recommend for His Excellency's most fava@iseleration,
the request it contains.

“When making an official communication to Mr. Stone that the Governmeuntd not
have occasion for the services of Mrs. Stone and himself aft&0theUltimo, he was
apprised of our recommendation that Six Months additional Salary shouldilie fheem
on their retirement, the ground of that recommendation being simplyhhigs Officers
of the Institution they were entitled to good notice, and that they cogateive at least
the additional pay before adverted to.

“Mr. Stone’s letter however places before us a particularhngtclaim, namely
—his having been employed very many years by the Government.

—The faithful services of himself and his Wife are well knowadeeral members of the
Committee, and their incapacity to settle speedily in any othepfldg is very obvious.

— And on these grounds we think his solicitation worthy of the kindest repardjode
of meeting his views must as of course rest with the Government.

“We cannot close without entreating attention to the whole of tinsrtréted letter, as
explanatory of the embarrassed appearance of Mr. Stone, and the \wduaioéement
on the part of the Boys at the time the Institution was visited byEcellency and the
Committee.

“We have the honor to be Sir, Your Most obedient Servants
J. L. Pedder, A. Moodie, Joseph. Hone, Wm Bedford, W. Boy&almer.”

There is a memo from the Lieutenant Governor attached to tl@sdetted the 12 August 1836. “I wish to

know what land, if any, has been granted to Mr Stoti@Here is nothing to indicate that the Stones were
offered a grant of land or any additional compensation at this time.

Conditions in the Orphan School

| haven'’t been able to discover a contemporary description of theat®al but three years later this account
appeared in th€olonial Timeson Tuesday 23 April 1839

The Orphan School.

“Having long had in contemplation a visit of inspection to this Estaflent; we availed
ourselves of the only leisure day, last week afforded, and early dayFmorning,
proceded thither, accompanied by an intelligent companion. The mornindineas
bracing, and beautiful; and the School-house and Church; as we rodbem, presented
a very engaging object in the splendid landscape. We were receivedheitmost
courteous attention and politeness, and, had not been in the building many rhefores
we were joined by the Head Master and Chaplain, the Rev. Molaio evinced every
inclination, and facility, for giving us all possible information.

“Every one knows how pleasing an appearance the exterior of thenguginibits: we
wish we could say as much of the interior: but this we cannot dbeasajority of the

4"These letters are quotedHifflorescopp58-61
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This pen sketch by Captain Owen Stanley,
who accompanied Sir John Franklin as he inspectede orphan boys on the 23 December 1840,
must give us a good idea of how the school-room wast up.
It is used as the frontispiece in Joan Brown’s “Poerty is not a Crime”.

apartments, allotted to the use of the children, are cold, coeggrdnd ill arranged, upon
a most mistaken system of parsimonious economy. The washing plaeestores (to
use a word more euphonous for the polite and learned ears of our courtpmrargin
are highly objectionable; they consist of cell-like rooms, pavel f#lags, with a stone
trough in the centre, open at both ends, and consequently, extremelgaotth&ortless.

“Indeed, the prevalence of stone pavement, throughout the lower aparwhehts
building, is, in our humble opinion, highly detrimental to the health ofimates; in one
room, we saw five little fellows blue and shivering with coldyéhwas; it is true, a fire
place in the room, but no fire. In short, there seems to be emagtat comfort for the
boys, whose general appearance bespeaks abjectness and squalor.

“We have seen many assemblages of children in our time, both atamohadroad, but
never did we see two hundred human beings that exhibited so squalid amappeas

did the majority of the Queen"s Orphans. Some half-dozen or so—and artiwsgsa

black native boy—appeared intelligent and sprightly; but, the nhgjas we have already
observed; displayed a very different appearance. The regulatiayeoaieand the system
of tuition, tolerable; but the teachers are too few, and too dl-fmaitheir labor.

“Due attention is paid to religious instruction; but we would suggesdt,itistead of the
morning devotion now used, and selected from the liturgy, a short eéappropriate
prayers, after the plan of Christ's Hospital, in London, should be R=matlaps the
Archdeacon,who, we learn, is at the head of the Schools, vatitchis attention to this
subject. By the bye, has the Archdeacon lately visited the OrptreolS?
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“The play-ground is too much exposed, and unsheltered, except on two salssrbgf
half-shed, which affords no cover for the children; there should be anglextensively
cloisters all round the ground, where the boys might exercise themsebad, or wet
weather. The place is kept very clean, but too much labor is expeapdadt, which
might be remedied, if a better supply of water were providede tteyuld be a fountain
in the centre of each playground, so that, in case of fire, or aiggrinere might be a
full and adequate supply. There is a mistaken economy about the pladefetters the
officers of the Establishment in many essential points.

“The salaries, also, are too small for the amount of duty, wducjnt to be performed,
that of Mr Mackay, the purveyor and storekeeper, especially; thect@nd admirable
manner in which the accounts of the Establishment are #epiand the highest
commendation. Mr Mackay, we should observe, was formerly, and for manmg, ye
Quarter-Master-Serjeant in the 21st Regiment, and received thie officers, on the
departure of the regiment for India, a very flattering testila of esteem and approbation;
he is an invaluable servant of the Establishment.

“The food is wholesome, and well-assorted, but we object altogaihitre tea for
breakfast; milk, or good oatmeal porridge, would be infinitely pedfier and tend to
improve the looks of the children.

“Itis, however, our intention to pay another visit to this very intergdnstitution; when
we shall enter more minutely into its details: in the meantmeeearnestly recommend
the Government to abandon the too rigid economy, at present use@gtlhe Schools,
and to pay rather more attention to the comfort of the poor helplesg]jléss beings,
thereby supported.”

Perhaps it was fortunate for Thomas Stone that he was no longaatsswith the King’s Orphan Schools.

The Rev. Thomas Beagley Naylor resigned in July 1839 and was succeeldediey t Thomas J. Ewing,
the first priest ordained in Tasmania. Thomas Naylor was chagtidorfolk Island from 1845-1848 and
then ministered at Carcoar, N.S.W. and St Andrew’s Catheslydhey.
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Conclusion

The founding of the King’s Orphan Schools by Lieutenant Governor George Asthyrime example of
his concern for the welfare of the children of the Colony of Van Digsrnleand which was followed by
his careful oversight of its management through the agency of agemaeat committee consisting of
leading members of the establishment of the time. His foundationat@isst concerned with the children
of convict women but sought to care for any disadvantaged child, rich orl@or a

Thomas and Ann Stone were asked to take over the oversight of the BplgahCschool at a time of crisis
in its management and their appointment was confirmed by the haut&overnor, at the urging of the
Committee, after they had given evidence of their suitabilityifeposition of Master and Mistress. In the
years which followed there is no indication of anything but satiskaatith their care and education of
over one hundred boys aged from two to fourteen, whether in the tegnpegarises of the former distillery
or in the purpose built complex at New Town.

At the time of the appointment of the Rev'd T. B. Naylor as Supzrdent of the Orphan Schools in 1835,
there was some criticism of Thomas expressed by the Colomuadt&e but | do not have access to the
grounds on which that was based. Whatever they may have been, thedinhahpwas a clash between

the experienced practitioner of an old established educational meithtitbayouthful enthusiasm of a new

practitioner hoping to embrace a more recent philosophy of education.

The two did not easily come together and when mixed with pressure tmdindeconomies in the

management of the school and the Superintendent’s problems with redatiegstaff and the Committee
it was probably inevitable that Thomas and Ann would have to leaigenditeworthy that even in these
circumstances they had retained the goodwill of the members Mahagement Committee who made
representations to the Lieutenant Governor on their behalf.

The commemorative plaque in St John’s Church, New dwn, Tasmania which honours Thomas and Ann Stone.
Picture from the Gravesites of Tasmania website, tp://www.gravesoftas.com.au/
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